investigation to try to determine whether subjects who had been thymectomized for myasthenia gravis were at an increased risk of extrathymic malignancy. The investigation was prompted by interest in the concept of "immunological surveillance" and by experimental evidence suggesting the likely importance of the thymus in any natural immunological defence mechanisms against cancer. A preliminary report concerned the findings in 383 British patients who underwent thymectomy during the years and who had been successfully followed to the end of 1967 (Vessey & Doll, 1972 The number of years that these patients have been at risk of dying have been computed separately for those with and without thymoma, for each sex and 5-year age group, for each 5-year period after thymectomy (0-4, 5-9, etc.) and for each 5- year calendar period of observation (1940-44. 1945-49, etc.) . These numbers have been multiplied by the corresponding death rates for England and Wales, and an estimate has thus been obtained of the numbers of deaths that would be expected if the patients had suffered the same mortality as the general population. Information concerning the nature of the 11 fatal tumours is given in Table III , which also provides details of 11 non-fatal tumours diagnosed during the follow-up period. These data do not suggest that any particular type of tumour tends to develop after thymectomy. Nor does the number of as yet non-fatal tumours diagnosed suggest that the incidence of cancer (as opposed to the mortality from it) is likely to be raised.
In our earlier report, we concluded that our study provided no evidence that adult thymectomy is followed by an increased risk of neoplastic disease. This conclusion is reinforced by the additional data now available.
Papatestas et al. (1977) Six years ago, the concept of immunological surveillance against neoplasia was almost scientific dogma, but many workers in the field are now expressing doubts about its reality (Moller & Moller, 1976) .
Our findings, perhaps, add a little weight to the latter view.
